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Council Receives 15-Year Service 
Award for Adopt-a- Road Program

May 2019
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By WGK Guillermo Bambach

Worthy Grand Knight Report

Happy Easter Brothers. Yes, we are still in the 
Easter season.  The season runs for 50 days 
from Easter Sunday all the way through June 
9th, Pentecost Sunday. I hope everyone had a 

chance to enjoy some quality time with family and friends. 
For this month, I want to highlight a couple of activities 
that are hallmarks as Knights of Columbus and clearly 
demonstrate our commitment to our Church and to our 
Catholic Faith. This were mainly around supporting the 
Parish.

Our Council has been asked once again by the Parish to 
take over the coordination of parking activities for special 
Parish events. Although it was short notice, many Brothers 
quickly stepped up at the request of the Parish. Brother 
S/K Matt Preszler and his family graciously took on the 
responsibility of special events parking for this Easter.

This entailed the set-up and marking of the special 
parking areas in the south grassy lot on Saturday morning 
prior to Easter and the actual parking before and after 
all liturgies on Easter Sunday. Working with the State 
Troopers, we once again were able to close the East Bound 
Curb Lane of Boyette Road after each Mass. This allowed 
us to unload the entire site in about 20 minutes in order 
while at the same time parking incoming Parishioners 
attending the next liturgy.  It took a lot of coordination and 
man-power to pull this off. Therefore, a special thanks to 
all of you who helped as it would not have been possible 
otherwise.  You did a great service to our Church and St 
Stephen Parishioners.

The next activity in support of our Parish was the 
First Communion Masses. At the request of the Faith 
Formation Office, the Knights have were asked to support 
the First Eucharist Masses on Saturday May 4 and 11th. 
As greeters, we served as the welcoming face of Saint 
Stephen Catholic Church to all who came to support those 
receiving their First Holy Communion. The Parish Faith 
Formation Office, Clergy and Ministry Coordinators thank 
everyone for the valued service provided in support of the 
First Eucharist Mass. You all made a positive impression 
on all those attended this Holy Sacrament. A special thanks 
to Brother S/K Julio Alvarez for coordinating the event.

Faith is one of the four pillars of our “Faith in Action 
Program” and supporting our Parish is one of our primary 
duties as a Council. You all clearly exemplified to this 
when the need arose. Next, I would like to make you all 
aware that Brother Bob Kines informed me that he would 

like to step down a Life 
Director and have someone 
else bring new ideas and 
lead the Program. Brother 
S/K Jason O’Neill who 
recently joined our council 
has volunteered to take over 
the responsibilities of Life 
Director. Jason recently 
relocated from Delaware 
brings a wealth of experience 
in working with Community 
and Church organizations. 
Bob and Jason already began working on a transition and 
Jason will be working very closely with our Parish Life 
Team Ministry in advancing the dignity of every human 
being.  I would like to thank Bob for the tremendous work 
over the last two years as Life Director.

Lastly, I want to once again, touch upon a topic I brought 
up back in February. This a topic that has greatly troubled 
most of us since we heard about the sickening legislation 
that was passed in New York earlier in the year and 
proposed legislation debated in Virginia.  Their legislation 
makes it legal to perform an abortion up until the time of 
birth under certain circumstances.

Well, it just got worse; Legislators in the State of 
Vermont just passed new measures legalizing abortion at 
any time and for any reason during pregnancy. Basically, 
unrestricted abortion up to the point of birth. The bill, 
which would protect abortion at any time during pregnancy 
for any reason, won large majority votes in both chambers 
of the legislature. In the House, it passed by 106-37, and 
24-6 in the Senate.

I do know many Pro-Life Bills such as the “Fetal Heart 
Beat” laws that have passed in states such as Georgia, 
Ohio, Mississippi, Kentucky, Iowa, and North Dakota or 
being legislated to include our own state of Florida are 
good.  Alabama legislature just passed a bill which was 
signed into law by Governor Kay Ivey this week which 
basically bans all abortion in the state. 

Although these speak loudly regarding the will of the 
people in these states and also demonstrates that our pursuit 
of the paradigm shift to abolish abortion in our nation is 
real, they have little chance of becoming reality. These 
laws will be tied in numerous legal battles for many years 
to come, so we must continue standing firm as Catholic 
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Gentlemen and Brother Knights in our fight to protect the 
dignity of human life.

I urge you again to get involved and must support our 
Pro-Life activities such as the Monthly Prayer Vigils at the 
aborting clinic. We should have a showing of at least a 
dozen Brothers every month. We should support drives to 
raise funds to help our Pregnancy Crisis Centers. We must 
write to our elected officials when legislature affecting 

the Dignity of Human Life is being proposed. And most 
importantly we need to pray. We must pray daily for an end 
to abortion, euthanasia, and capital punishment. For the 
respect of all human life from the moment of conception 
to natural death.

Brothers may the Risen Lord bless you, your families 
and the works of our order during this Easter season

Brothers, on May 14th, before our Monthly Council 
meeting, we held a great event hosted by the Family 
program. This event was in honor of Memorial Day. As a 
number of our members are Veterans, we’ve served beside 
those brothers and sisters we’ve lost, or we’ve lost family 
members who’ve given their lives for the ultimate sacrifice. 
The event was amazing. We had a great turnout from our 
council members, their families, the Columbiettes, and 

Squires. I personally would like to thank S/K Ed Veronick 
for cooking the burgers and hot dogs. My wife, Columbiette 
Sara Torres, for leading the way with the arts and crafts. 
Lastly, thank you to all who attended, brought delicious 
side dishes, deserts, etc. I look forward to having more 
of these amazing events and watching the turnout grow 
each time.



KNIGHTLY NEWS

KNIGHTLY NEWS - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of St. Stephen Council 14084 4

Supreme Monthly Challenge
By Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William E. Lori

Jesus said, “My children, I will be with you only a little 
while longer. I give you a new commandment: love one 
another. As I have loved you, so you also should love one 
another” (Gospel for May 19, Jn. 13:34).

“I give you a new commandment: love one another,” 
we hear in the Gospel reading. We’ve heard this saying of 
Jesus before, but do we personalize it this and truly know it 
to be true? Statistically, we as Catholics in America today 
are not renowned for loving one another to the point that 
we risk sharing our faith with others. One recent poll found 
that only 6% of Catholics characterized sharing their faith 
as a “high priority.” But Jesus invites us to do more. He 
does not call the equipped; he equips the called. And each 

one of us is called to love one another in the most profound 
way—by caring about others’ eternal well-being.

Challenge by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 
William E. Lori:

This month I challenge you to invite one person out 
for coffee, to your home, or an event at your parish. Tell 
them what you enjoy about the Catholic faith. Secondly, 
if they have been away from the Catholic Church, invite 
them back. If they are not Catholic, ask them if they 
would consider joining. Either way, be welcoming and 
nonjudgmental when they give their response.

Jason O’Neill comes to Tampa, St. Stephen and 
Knights of Columbus 14084 a fourth degree 
Knight from Delaware.  Jason became a Knight in 
September 2011 and completed his fourth degree 

exemplification in November 2012 with Seton Council 
7990 from St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church in 
Bear, DE and Fitzmaurice Assembly 148 of Wilmington, 
DE.

Born in Brooklyn, New York, Jason lived in the 
Wilmington, DE area since 1984.  An Eagle Scout with Boy 
Scout Troop 70 (Wilmington, DE), Jason completed and 
earned Associates, Bachelors and Masters degrees from 
Delaware Technical Community College, Wilmington 
University and Widener University respectively.

Since 1996, Jason has been a Vice President with 
Citigroup in Delaware and now Tampa with Citi’s 
Technology Infrastructure organization building and 
managing multiple global teams with staff in the United 
States and Europe.  

Outside of Citi, Jason is engaged in the community. 
Since 2011, Jason has been the VP of Faith & Freedom 
Coalition Delaware with leadership roles in GOTV and 
issue advocacy.  Since 2016 with the same organization, 
Jason co-founded Catholics of the Cross, a Catholic lay 
organization within Faith & Freedom Coalition Mid-
Atlantic (Delaware, Pennsylvania and New Jersey) that 
educates, engages and mobilizes Catholics to show their 

Catholic faith on issues 
affecting the Catholic 
Church.  In 2017, 
Jason developed 
and organized the 
REKINDLE THE 
FIRE CATHOLIC 
CONFERENCE with 
keynote speakers 
including Msgr. 
Charles Pope, Priests 
for Life and Tradition, 
Family and Property 
(America Needs 
Fatima).  Through 
these efforts, Jason 
was able to partner 
with Fr. Richard Heilman who leads Rosary Coast to Coast 
and Novena for our Nation.

Since moving to Florida, Jason O’Neill remains active 
with Faith & Freedom Coalition serving as the National 
Advisor to Catholics of Cross and partners with both the 
Delaware and Florida chapters on issue advocacy affecting 
religious and Constitutional liberty.  Jason maintains strong 
working relationships with the Delaware and Florida 
Family Policy Council organizations that promote life and 
family issues in their respective state legislatures.

Meet Jason O’Neill

Jason O’Neill with Abby Johnson
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Our principals are Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  Members 
of the Knights of Columbus know that – together – we accomplish far 
more than any of us could individually. You can count on the help and 
encouragement of your brother Knights as we work to support St. 
Stephen Parish and make life better in our community.     
 
Spiritual Programs: 
✓ Annual “Blue Mass” for first responders and families 
✓ Annual “Day of Reflection” for Knights 
✓ Supporting “Right to Life” including prayer vigils 
✓ Annual Memorial Mass for departed brother Knights 
✓ Quarterly K of C Corporate Mass 
✓ Annual Mass for Special Olympics and Disability 
✓ Annual Renewal of Marriage Vows  
 
Social Events: 
✓ St. Nicolas Breakfast 
✓ Clergy Appreciation Dinner 
✓ “Day at the Rays” and tailgate event 
✓ “Knight at the Lighting” 
✓ Bowling League (Fall and Spring) 
✓ Annual Christmas Party (with Men’s Club) 
✓ Annual “Ladies Appreciation” dinner (with Men’s Club) 
✓ RJS Appreciation Dinner for volunteers 
✓ Annual installation ceremony/dinner 
 
Community Service Programs: 
✓ Family of Month for St. Stephen Parish 
✓ Support for Special Olympics and Incredibull games. 
✓ Annual “Pro-Life Baby Shower” 
✓ Soccer Challenge at St. Stephen School 
✓ Basketball Challenge at St. Stephen School 
✓ Road Clean-Up 
✓ Tootsie Roll Drive (supporting designated charities) 
✓ My Warrior’s Place support 
✓ Alter Server Appreciation BBQ 
✓ Student Graduation BBQ 
✓ Color Corps of the Patriotic Degree 
✓ Support for St. Stephen Parish including Angels’ Among 

Us, set up of the Crèches, “Trunk or Treat” at St. Stephen 
School, Fish Fry during Lent, Communion and 
Confirmation greeters, parking for Christmas and Easter.  

 

The Knights of Columbus help men put faith into action and 
give back -- in our community and in our parish  

Guillermo Bambach GRAND KNIGHT (813) 335-5495 

Alex Czopek DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT  (813) 541-2541 

Jerry Coffey MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR  (813) 970-6074 

www.kofc14084.org 
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On April 28th the Knight of Columbus St Stephen Council 
14084 completed their Winter–Spring 2019 Bowling 
League at The Alley. This was a very successful season 
were we made new friends and had a huge amount of fun. 
This season we had 56 bowlers making up 14 teams.  

We would like to congratulate the 1st and 2nd place 
teams: The First Place Team, scoring76 points was The Pin 
Pushers: Melita Darin, Deanna Sullick, Graciela Langan 
and Cliff Langan. Second Place, scoring 68 points went to 
The King Pins: Kathy Samuelsen, Cathy Aylstock, Carol 
Batista and Roberto Batista. Once again a huge thank you to 
you for your participation and to The Alley for their support 
of our Council.  Through your help we were able to raise 
$1.326.50  toward the support that our Council provides to 
so many worthy charities and causes. 

Additionally, we would like to invite all our members 
to join us for our 2019 Fall League starting September 8th 
through November 10th with no bye weeks.   Come on out 
on Sunday Night and have some fun with your friends! 
Please contact Mark Lovejoy @ Lovejoy6951@gmail.com 
or 813-495-3583

VAVS BBQ

Around the Council



KNIGHTLY NEWS

KNIGHTLY NEWS - A Monthly Publication for the Membership of St. Stephen Council 14084 6

Last month, we observed the holiest celebration 
of the year, the resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Later this month, our nation will join 
arms at least for one brief period to do what all 

great nations do and honor its fallen heroes.  Well over 
a million Americans have made the supreme sacrifice in 
the defense of our fundamental liberties and vital national 
interests since before our nation’s inception in 1776.  Ours 
is a nation born in war and it has known only a handful of 
peaceful years in its over 240 years of existence.

Memorial Day is a good time to reflect on who we are 
as a country, as a people, and as individuals.  Many of 
us in this room have worn the uniform of our country’s 
armed forces; and as Knights of Columbus, we hold to the 
obligation to honor our country, and serve our church, and 
our community in the finest traditions and teachings of our 
Order’s founder, Father McGivney.  These teachings, as all 
of us know, are based on the concepts of charity, fraternity, 
unity, and patriotism.  They are the touch tones of our 
order.  With this in mind; I often think of the Jesuit priest 

who attended my 3d Order exemplification.  He suggested 
that given the state of the world and too often the failure 
or ignorance of some of our duly elected lawmakers, we 
may well have to go forth into combat in the defense of our 
faith.  Clearly, our service to God and country only ends 
with our own passing.

In Guillermo’s recent messages regarding Easter, he 
reminded us that Jesus laid down his life for the forgiveness 
of our sins.  Our fallen brothers in arms laid down their 
lives for the preservation of our nation and the liberties 
we enjoy as its citizens. And so, as we honor on Memorial 
Day those who didn’t make it home, let us all recommit 
ourselves to the service of our faith and answer the call to 
do what we must to make our church, our community, and 
our country a better place.

And like our risen Lord, may the memory and sacrifice 
of our nation’s fallen never be forgotten as we Knights of 
Columbus honor and emulate their valiant service to God 
and country.

Honoring Fallen Heroes
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Since I work weekends, I don’t 
get to the Farmer’s Market as 
often as I would like.  Most 
of the time the vegetables 

in Pavilions are good enough, but if 
I want something like a really good 
vine-ripened tomato—a tomato so 
perfect it requires not a shake of 
salt—then I’ve got to get myself to the 
Farmer’s Market, and get there early 
for the best selection.  I could make a 
whole meal out of one of those sweet 
babies. When I lived in Rome many 
years ago, I found just such luscious 
tomatoes at the Farmer’s Market 
that took place in our neighborhood 
piazza.  The vegetables there were the 
best I had ever eaten but I learned a hard lesson.  They 
looked so good, I would buy a big sack of them, but they 
had been harvested to be eaten right away.  If I left them 
out on a plate for    more than a day, they would be wilted.  
The tomatoes especially would burst their skins and 
shrivel down to   a tiny hulk. By contrast I remember my 
parents going to the market every Saturday, filling up the 
shopping cart to the brim with everything we would eat in 
the coming week— breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks, meals 
and deserts.   Occasionally we would need to use a second 
cart if guests were coming to dinner that week.  (Those 
were the days when my father loved to barbecue big 
T-bone steaks, a whole one for each person.) Unless there 
was a special salad on Sunday, fresh fruit and vegetables 
were scarce; peas and carrots and corn would be frozen in 
blocks to be warmed up with a little water at dinner time.  
We’d only go to the market during the week if  my mom 
left off an ingredient on her Saturday list.  When we were 
old enough, she would send one of us on our bike to fetch 
the needed item. Precious are those items that last, or so 
we think:      PRECIOUS diamonds, gold, silver, bronze, 
marble and other  quarried stone, costly hard woods. You 
can count on them; they will last; that’s their virtue.  The 
worst that can happen is that you will have to polish off a 

little tarnish on your silverware.   But 
we also cherish other things precisely 
because they don’t last: budding 
flowers, vegetables right out of the 
field, fruits with sweetness bursting 
as you bite into them, the leaves on 
maple and other flat leaved trees   as 
they fade colorfully in   autumn, the 
birds that show up in spring and fly 
south in winter.  Their fragility adds 
to the pleasure we take in them.  We 
look up in spring and smile, seeing the 
birds returning; in the fall fathers get 
out their rakes to harvest the leaves 
spread across the ground, only to have 
to do it again a few days   later.  Back 
east over the whole neighborhood 

there would be the unmistakable smell of burning piles 
of leaves, tended by fathers and their older children. We 
think of our relationships as lasting, and the    best do last 
for years and years, so much so that we sometimes take 
them for granted.  But a dear neighbor suddenly moves to 
Bakersfield for a job promotion; parents and grandparents 
die, often without  forewarning; children marry, move 
out and begin  families of their own, sometimes nearby, 
frequently far-flung.  One day somebody in a bad mood 
says the wrong things—unexpectedly terrible things—
ending communication abruptly.  Will an apology ever 
be  offered?  Who knows?  Apologies seem to have gone 
out of fashion of late.  Too bad. Ecclesiasticus tells us that 
everything has its season, but you only find the preciousness 
of every season when you heed it.   Msgr. Mike

By Msgr. Mike, Pastor of St. Anne’s in Seal Beach. California

PRECIOUS
Msgr. Mike is the pastor of St. Anne’s in Seal Beach CA. The reference to “Pavilions” is to a supermarket 
chain in California rather similar to Publix in Florida. His article speaks to the precious things in our lives.   
~ Alex Czopek, DGK
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 May Birthdays

Monsignor John F. Scully 
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
  Fr. Eugeniusz Gancarz 

Faithful Navigator
S/K Steve Haines

Faithful Captain
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Admiral
S/K Rick Hughes

Faithful Pilot
S/K Mark Lovejoy  
Faithful Comptroller

S/K Nick Turco
Faithful Scribe

S/K John Berrie  
Faithful Purser

 John Laughman 

 Trustees
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr. 

S/K John Cirello 
S/K Pete Card 

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Rick Gnatowsky

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Jerry Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director
Alex Czopek 

deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 
Faith

Chuck Alaynick 
church@kofc14084.org  

Community
Ed Veronick  

community@kofc14084.org  
Family

William Torres 
family@kofc14084.org  

Life
Bob Kines   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes
degreeteamcaptain@kofc14084.org  

Communications

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2018-2019

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Guillermo Bambach
Deputy Grand Knight

Alex Czopek 
Chancellor

Ed Skrobacz
Warden

Chris Hobbs
Advocate

Jerry Coffey
Lecturer

Matt Preszler
Recorder

Peter Depa
Financial Secretary

Nick Turco
Treasurer

Bill Ruppert
Trustees

Bruce Czaja 
John Berrie   

Mark Lovejoy 
District Deputy
Ed Sleyzak
Field Agent 

John Ruckart
Guards

Carl Alerta   Jeff Stephanz
John Hollingshead

Aaron  Trkovsky, Anthony P Corsentino, Christian  Galvan, Dan E Spears, Donald J Amberg, George L Allgoever, 
Gerald R Westbrock, Gerardo M Rivera, Gregory  Grambor, Gregory J Celestan, Guillermo A Bambach, J Darin 
O’Neal, James L Fieo, Jim R Powers, John B Sepessy, John C Simon, John P Pignataro Iii, Joseph A Ocampo, 
Joseph K Freeman, Joseph M Liguori, Joshua J Knipp, Louis A Maloni Ii, Luis R Castillo, Marc R Johnson,, 
Matthew J Warnken, Michael A Le Savage, Michael S Nikitas, Michael T Kell, Raoul E Rodriguez, Richard E 
Demarest, Robert F Uchytil, Roland J Baudoin Jr, Theodore S Russell Jr
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May 19 Graduation BBQ
June 1 Roadside Cleanup
June 8 Clergy Appreciation
June 15-16 Renewal of Marriage Vows
July 14  Corporate Mass 1130 am
July 26 Officers Installation
August 18 Day at the Rays
Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY NEWS
This newsletter is a publication of St. Stephen Catholic Church Knights of Columbus Council 14084. To make 

a contribution, submit an article or pictures, please send content to: communications@kofc14084.org For more 
information on our Knights of Columbus Council, visit our website at: www.KofC14084.org

Knight of the Month 
This gentleman supports many of the council events 

throughout the year. He worked several fundraising 
activities, St Nicholas breakfast and support numerous 
Church ministries. He quietly works behind the scenes 
and on a monthly basis performs an invaluable service 
to our Council as our Worthy Recorder. Please join me in 
congratulating Peter Depa as the Knight of the Month.

Family of the Month
This family has been has been fully involved in all 

aspects of the Church and whenever we have an ongoing 
Council activity, you can be sure to find them lending a 
hand. Prior to relocating to Florida, he served as a Grand 
Knight and his wife serves in many parish ministries to 
include being a Eucharistic Minister. Please join me in 
congratulating Deacon Mike Ryba and his wife Lisa.

First Communion Greeters

http://www.kofc14084.org/
http://www.KofC14084.org

